
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

10/4/17 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Luke Estates:  

Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board received an email from Engineer, Todd Pilling of Pilling Engineering 

requesting that tonight’s public hearing be continued to the next meeting on October 18th 

so he can work on the gerrymandering issues of the Board. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he had met with Mr. Pilling and Mr. Endriuness to review the most 

recent revisions.  He stated that Mr. Endriuness was much calmer than he expected.  He 

stated that he told proponents that “they just can’t get seven (7) pounds in a six (6) pound 

bag” no matter how they try.  Mr. Hurley stated that they went “around and around” 

about two (2) of the proposed gerrymandered lots.  He noted that they still want to use 

rain gardens and easements for the drainage.  He also reminded the Board that the way 

these lots are designed, one property owner would be overlooking the other’s property 

and if one of them decided to put up a fence, it would create even more problems.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that they are now trying to rearrange the lots, but suspected that they 

haven’t been able to do so.  He also noted that if they lose a lot then that cuts into the 

profit that Mr. Endriuness had expected to make.  Mr. Hurley stated that Mr. Endriuness 

should have come before the Board first.  He noted that most builders purchase a property 

subject to how many lots they can get, not the other way around.  He stated that this is the 

safest way to do it, and was surprised that Mr. Endriuness didn’t do it this way; he should 

have known better. Mr. Hurley stated that they are finally realizing the problems that 

exist with this property.  He stated that he didn’t think that they can do it, but they were 

still trying anyway.   

 

2.   138 Turnpike Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had been contacted by Building Commissioner, Michael 

White, regarding why the Fairway Landscaping and Lawn Care business at the above 

address was not required to get a special permit for activity in the Water Resource 

Protection District.  A review of the November 18, 2009 meeting minutes noted that they  

were requesting a site plan/special permit review waiver for temporary storage of rock 

salt on the property.  Owner, Jim Burns, stated that he was intending to erect a Quonset 

type shelter over the rock salt to protect it from the elements.  At that time, Mr. Hurley 

stated to Mr. Burns that this use was subject to the special permit process.  The Board 

was suspicious of the salt, chemicals and storage of these materials and what impact it 

might have.   
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The Board had suggested that Mr. Burns go to the Water Department and their engineers 

to get an opinion before moving forward.  Mr. Stetson had noted that Mr. Burns would 

have a “slim to none” chance of getting a waiver from the special permit process.  Mr. 

Burns stated that he would do so and then hopefully come back to the Board with a more 

definitive plan.  That never happened. 

 

Upon further research, it was noted that the Water Superintendent evidently approved the 

use as not being a potential threat to the Water District.  As a result, it appears that the 

former Building Inspector, Paul Stringham, took that information as a waiver from the 

special permit approval and issued a building permit without requiring proponents to 

come back to the Planning Board.  

 

Mr. Stetson asked if, when the property is sold, if the permit goes with the owner or if it 

stays with the property.  Mr. Hurley stated that it goes with owner, however in this case 

the owner doesn’t even have a permit.  The Board will await further developments and/or 

a decision from the Building Commissioner on how to proceed.  

 

3.   Pearl Road: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had received an email from Larry Silva of Silva Engineering 

Associates regarding the retaining wall for the above subdivision.  Mr. Silva stated that 

Watson Excavation is making good progress on the “punch list” and has asked if he can 

use a natural boulder wall along the sidewalk.  He noted that the plan says Redirock or 

approved equal.  Mr. Silva stated that he was okay with the substitution and asked if the 

Board members would be.          

           

Mr. Hurley questioned the height, if it would be outside the street line, on private 

property, and if an easement would be required. He also questioned the slope between the 

sidewalk and the wall, if it will be able to be mowed, and if a fence at the top would be 

required.  Mr. Silva responded that the height would be roughly four (4’) feet and it will 

be outside of the street line as shown on the approved plans within conservation 

easements.  He reported that the slope between the wall and the sidewalk will be 3:1, and 

the grass between the sidewalk and wall will be able to be mowed.  Mr. Silva further 

noted that, as for the drop off and fencing, none was shown on the approved plans.  He 

reported that a small section of wooden guardrail can be provided between the sidewalk 

and the wall where the drop off exceeds three (3’) feet. 

Mr. Hurley stated that they want to use large boulders and that they have plenty of them 

on the site.  He stated that he would rather see the boulders used. Mr. Anderson noted that 

it would look better.  Mr. Noyes questioned whether the Board should get easements for 

the Town.  Mr. Hurley reminded him that this would remain a private road so easements 

would not be necessary.   

 

A Motion (HA) was made to allow the use of a boulder wall.  Second (GS). 

Vote:  Unanimous.          

         continued: 
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Mr. Justin Howard had asked in an email if the contractor could add a couple of inches of 

pavement onto the current sidewalk rather than ripping them up and re-pouring it. He 

noted that he is asking because he has been told that the current plan is to pour new stuff 

over the existing pavement and he is concerned that this could be an issue in the future. 

Mr. Hurley responded to Mr. Howard that he had spoken to the engineer about the 

sidewalk.  He noted that because of having to match the grade of the adjacent items, the 

best thing would be to remove and replace the sidewalk.  In areas where there isn’t a 

grade issue, they could add an additional layer.  Mr. Stetson reported that the sidewalk 

actually does have only two (2”) inches of pavement, not the required four (4”) inches. 

He stated that he had a discussion with the contractor and advised him that it should be 

done in two steps; two (2”) inches done first, followed by a second two (2”) inches once 

the first has set.    

 

Mr. Stetson reported that the pipe in front of his daughter’s house has been installed and 

that it has taken care of her water problem however there was still water getting into the 

electrical box.  He stated that a five (5”) foot deep trench had been dug and the water is 

now being drained off the site.  He stated that the pipes should have been run to the drain 

in the first place. 

            

4.   Stoney Road: 

Mr. Stetson had reported at the last meeting that the edge of Stoney Road, right on the 

curve in front of the former Asker property has been compromised.  He stated that there 

was a ten by two (10’x 2’) foot hole that is the result of the contractor’s equipment.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that Building Commissioner, Michael White, reported back to the 

Board that he had visited the site at the Board’s request and that there is no actual asphalt 

damage, but a single wheel rut where a vehicle drove off the asphalt.  He stated that he 

has spoken with Charles Macy who has this house under construction and he stated that 

he would fix the problem.  Mr. Stetson stated that he had visited the site and that no 

repairs have been made as of today. 

          

5.   Bresciani Estates: 
It was reported that there will be a Special Town meeting on October 26, 2017 and that 

the Selectmen’s office has agreed to put the above subdivision roadway on the warrant 

for acceptance by the Town. The Street Acceptance Plan, deeds and pertinent documents 

were submitted.  It was also noted that the Board is holding five hundred ($500) dollars 

in the surety account to pay the recording fees once the roadway is accepted, and any 

remaining funds will be reimbursed to developer, Joseph Correia.   

 

         continued: 
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6.   Subdivision updates: 

 

B.C. Way: 

Mr. Stetson reported that this road was scheduled to be paved today, however it 

never got done.  Mr. Hurley asked why there was an eighteen (18”) inch trench 

dug for the sidewalks.  Mr. Stetson stated that it was because the guy that was 

hired to do it had no idea what he was doing.  Mr. Stetson stated that he had a 

conversation with the new sidewalk contactor who told him he had to bring in a 

lot of material to fill in the trench before he could even slope the sidewalks.   

 

 Green Meadows:   
 Mr. Hurley reported that he has not received any response from Acting Highway 

 Superintendent, Shawn Anderson, as yet on his review of the above subdivision. 

            

  Meadow Spring:   
 No contact from the owner, Attorney or his representative regarding the 

 acceptance of the above subdivision has been made. 

 

 The Farm:  
 No activity and no update to report. 

    

 Spring Commons:   
 No activity on the site.  Proponents have not brought in their plans for the Board's 

 signature or retrieved the original Form C approval for recording. 

           

 Mahoney Place: 
Mr. Gregory Maroney has still not been in to set up surety account for the one Lot 

subdivision as voted on at the meeting of August 16th.  The Board will await 

further contact. 

 

7.   Reviewing Engineer: 

Mr. Hurley received an email from Nicholas Lanney asking if there was any progress 

with the Luke Estates subdivision.  He also questioned whether the Board still wanted 

him to oversee a portion of the road construction for Spring Commons.  Lastly Mr. 

Lanney stated that if the Board has not decided on a replacement for him, he would like 

to stay on as their engineer for another year.  Mr. Hurley responded to Mr. Lanney that 

the Board would be pleased to have him continue as the Planning Board Engineer. 

 

         continued: 
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8.  MAIL: 
E. Bridgewater decision, re: variance, Old Oak Street, granted.  

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/4/17, re: variance, 335 East Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/4/17, re: variance, 454 Union Street. 

OCPC minutes of 8/30/17 and agenda for 9/27/17.  

OCPC Joint Transportation Committee minutes of 9/7/17 and agenda for 10/5/17. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/4/17, re: variance, 335 East Street. 

Bridgewater Planning decision, re: special permit/site plan, Lakeshore Center, granted. 

Expense Control report of 9/27/17. 

Expense Ledger report of 9/27/17. 

Request for Determination of Applicability, re: septic upgrade 129 Bedford Street. 

Treasurer/Collector memos, (2) re: quarterly postage charges. 

 

9.    A Motion (HA) was made to reimburse Mr. Hurley for the purchase of office   

       supplies in the amount of $21.78.  Second (GS).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

10.  A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 10/3/17.    

       Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous.   

   

11.  The minutes of 9/20/17 were accepted and filed. 

  

12.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


